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# THE GUILD FOF 


THE GUILD FOR INFANT SURVIVAL, INC. 




“To Keep Each New Life Living “ 

6822 Brompton Road, Baltimore, Maryland 21207 

Telephone: Wl. 4-2502 
(area code 301) 


DOWNTOWN OFFICE: 

836 Park Avenue 

Baltimore, Md. 21201 August 3> 19^7 

LE. 9-0910 


HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD 

RABBI HERSCHEL LEIBOWITZ 
Greenspring Valley Synagogue 

RUSSELL S. FISHER. M.D. 

Chief Medical Examiner (Maryland) 


Mr. Hal Weisberg 
Coq D ! or Farm 
Hyatt sville, Ifetryland 

Dear Mr. Weisberg: 


HON. JOSEPH D. TYDINGS 
U. S. Senator (Maryland) 

JOHN A. ASKIN. M.D. 

DAVID L. BRIGHAM 

Moderator “To Promote Good Will” 

MATTHEW DEBUSKEY. M.D. 

FREDERICK W. HELFER. D.D. 
Christian Temple of Baltimore 

MARK HOLLANDER. M.D. 

MRS. MARK HOLLANDER 

MYRON J. MYERS. M.D. 

ELEANOR ARNETT NASH 


You are cordially invited to be our guest speaker at a forth- 
coming general membership meeting of the Guild for Infant 
Survival, Inc., a non-profit, non- sectarian, voluntary, char- 
tiable organization here in Baltimore. 

The Guild for Infant Survival is deeply concerned with the 
tragic phenomenon of sudden unexpected infant deaths, or "crib 
deaths" . It was formed in 1964 by persons dedicated to solving 
the baffling mystery for which no cause, no treatment, no cure 
are known, yet which takes the lives of as many as 25,000 
normal, healthy babies each year in the United States alone. 


REV. JAMES B. O HARA 

The Cathedral of Mary Our queen 

ERNEST SCHER. M.D. 

NATHAN SCHNAPER. M.D. 

HENRY M. SEIDEL. M.D. 

RABBI ABRAHAM SHUSTERMAN 
Har Sinai Congregation 

JEANNE M. SIMONS 
Linwood Children's Center 

ALBERT J. WEISS. M.D. 

Hon. Spiro T. Agnew 
Governor of dryland 

Hon. Paul Dorf 

State Senator (Maryland) 


The Guild supports and encourages specific medical research 
projects into sudden infant death. We are fortunate in being 
able to support the work of Itoyland’s renowned Chief Medical 
Examiner, Dr. Russell S. Fisher. When his new headquarters 
building is completed in the near future. Dr. Fisher will 
devote full-time space and manpower to this problem. Full 
details about the Guild are enclosed. 

Because the general public is unaware of the loss of these 
precious lives, another of our tasks is to arouse strong public 
interest in the seriousness and scope of this problem. To do 
this, we wish to make our meetings as impressive and interesting 
as possible. This is how you can help us. 


Hon. Theodore R. McKeldin 
Mayor of Baltimore 


James Patrick, M.D. 
Children’s Hospital of D.C. 


Hon. Melvin Steinberg 
State Senator, (dryland) 

Maria Valdes-Dapena, M.D. 

St. Christopher’s Hospital 
for Children, Philadelphia 

Dedicated to Solving the Mystery of 25,000 Sudden Infant Deaths A Year through Personal Information, Public Education, and Medical Research 


We shall be delighted to have you join us on the evening of Monday, October 30, 
1967 at 9:30 PM. Should you find this inconvenient, an alternate date can be 
arranged. We shall be priviledged to have you discuss your book "Whitewash." 

By accepting our invitation, you will give new hope, new help, NEW LIFE to 
thousands of babies all over the world l We look forward to your affirmative 
reply and to greeting you at our meeting. 


Sincerely yours, 


(Mrs.) Barbara K. Diggs 
Chairman, Program Committee 
3400 Pinewood Avenue 
Baltimore, dryland 21206 



Enclosure 


WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW ABOUT . . . 

THE GUILD FOR INFANT SURVIVAL » INC , 

The Guild for Infant Survival was formed in November, 1964 to fight, in an 
organized manner, the tragedy of sudden, unexpected infant deaths, known more 
familiarly as n crib deaths." The Guild has dedicated itself to solving this 
baffling medical mystery through personal information, public education, and medical 
research. 

Sudden infant death violently strikes down happy, healthy infants in their first 
few months of life. It attacks silently and swiftly, without warning, allowing no 
time for medical attention. 

Sudden infant death kills as many as 25,000 babies every year ( more than polio 
ever did) in the United States alone - thousands more around the world. This 
represents up to 25 /, of infant deaths from all causes. The United States ranks only 
11th among all nations in infant mortality rate; ten other countries have lower rates. 
Studies by the medical examiner’s office in Maryland indicate that 116 infants have 
been lost in this manner during the first six months of 1966 alone. 

Though evidence of sudden infant death dates back to Biblical times, there is 
still no known cause, no treatment, no prevention, no cure. In fact, it has no 
scientific medical name. Several theories have been recently advanced, but none has 
been proven with any degree of success. 

Because death comes so suddenly and quickly, and because these babies have had 
little time to become known outside the immediate family, the general public is 
unaware that this problem even exists. Nor do these babies linger in a handicapped 
condition to evoke society's sympathy and help. 

The Guild for Infant Survival maintains a complete, up-to-date record concerning 
sudden infant death and related medical progress as a source of information for 
families who experience this unfortunate tragedy, and suffer strong feelings of guilt* 

Through its publicity and public relations activities, the Guild for Infant 
Survival actively seeks to bring the scope and seriousness of the sudden Infant 
death problem to full public attention in order that aroused public opinion may 
accelerate medical interest, efforts, and facilities toward the solution and cure 
of sudden infant deaths. 

Through its fund-raising functions, the Guild for Infant Survival enthusiastically 
supports specific medical research into sudden infant death. The Guild particularly 
endorses and supports the efforts of. Dr. Russell S. Fisher, Maryland's Chief Medical 
Examiner, to research the sudden infant death problem in his new medical examiner's 
headquarters building here in Baltimore, due to start construction in a few months. 

The Guild for Infant Survival is a non-profit, non-sectarian, charitable organiza- 
tion, incorporated under the laws of the State of Maryland, and its monthly meetings 
are open to the general public. Memberships are invited at all times, at $5.00 per 
year per family. Completing its second year, the Guild has already grown to more 
than 150 paid family members. All Guild work is performed voluntarily; there are no 
paid workers, promoters, representatives or officials. 

"Keep Each New Life Living!" The Guild for Infant Survival welcomes your support, 
financially and actively. For more details, or for membership, write to: The Guild 
for Infant Survival, 6822 Brompton Road, Baltimore, Md. 21207, or telephone WI 4-2502. 
(Downtown office at 836 Park Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 21201, Phone, LE 9-0910.) 


